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What do we mean by 

“deliberate”?
de·lib·er·ate/di’libərit/

Adjective: 

- Done consciously and intentionally

- Done with or marked by full consciousness of the 

nature and effects; intentional

- Carefully thought out and formed, or done on 

purpose; premeditated 

These definitions seem to suggest that the Referee 

needs to determine what the player was thinking 

just before they did something objectionable!



When is deliberate an issue?

Fouls

Deliberate handling – not by the keeper in the penalty 

area

=>Penal foul – restart is a direct free kick (might also result in a 

yellow card if deemed unsporting behaviour)

Handling the ball by the keeper after the ball is 

deliberately kicked to him by a team-mate

=> Non-penal foul – restart is an indirect free kick



When is deliberate an issue?

Misconducts

Deliberately leaving the field of play without the 

referee’s permission

=> Cautionable (yellow card) offence

Denying the opposing team a goal or an obvious goal 

scoring opportunity by deliberately handling the ball

=> Send off (red card) offence



When is deliberate an issue?

Misconducts

Uses a deliberate trick while the ball is in play to pass 

the ball to his own goalkeeper with his head, chest, 

knee, etc. in order to circumvent the Law

=> Cautionable (yellow card) offence

Provoking a confrontation by deliberately touching the 

ball after the referee has stopped play

=> Cautionable (yellow card) offence



When is deliberate an issue?

Misconducts

If a player decides to take a free kick quickly and an 

opponent who is near the ball deliberately prevents 

him taking the kick, the referee must caution the 

player for delaying the restart of play

=> Cautionable (yellow card) offence



Deliberate handling

Handling the ball involves a deliberate act of a player 

making contact with the ball with his hand or arm. 

The referee must take the following five items into 

consideration:

1. the movement of the hand towards the ball (not the 

ball towards the hand)

2. the distance between the opponent and the ball 

(unexpected ball)



Deliberate handling

3. the position of the hand does not necessarily mean 

that there is an infringement

4. touching the ball with an object held in the hand 

(clothing, shin guard, etc.) counts as an infringement

5. hitting the ball with a thrown object (boot, shin 

guard, etc.) counts as an infringement



When is deliberate 

not an issue?

Non-Penal Fouls (all but one)

Playing in a dangerous manner

Impedance

Prevents the keeper from releasing the ball

Offside

Second touches

Keeper holds the ball for more than six seconds

Keeper re-touch after dispossessing the ball

Keeper touches the ball after a teammate’s throw-in



When is deliberate 

not an issue?
All 7 Penal Fouls w/CRE(1) to an opponent

- Kicks, or attempts to kick

- Strikes or attempts to strike

- Trips, or attempts to trip

- Charges

- Jumps at

- Pushes

- Tackles

(1) CRE = Careless, Reckless or with Excessive force



When is deliberate 

not an issue?
2 of 3 Penal Fouls w/o CRE(1) to an opponent

Holds

Spits at

(1) CRE = Careless, Reckless or with Excessive force



When is deliberate 

not an issue?

6 of 7 Cautionable Offenses

Persistent Infringement

Unsporting Behaviour

Dissent

Delaying the Restart of Play

Entering the Field of Play without the Referee’s 

permission

Distance, failure to respect



When is deliberate 

not an issue?

6 of 7 Send off (red card) offences

Serious foul play

Violent conduct

Spitting at someone else

DOGSO to an opponent moving to the opponent’s goal 

by an offence punishable by a free kick

Using offensive, insulting or abusive language and/or 

gestures

Second caution



Conclusions

- A Referee has to concern himself with whether 

a player is doing something deliberate in a 

limited number of situations

- Don’t confuse CRE (careless, reckless or with 

excessive force) with deliberate

- Understand nuances of laws and misconducts 

to call a better game


